A World of Fun on a String for Children of All Ages 


Controversy Follows 
Duncan ’Finger’ Ad 

Duncan’s latest TY ad series, 
featuring Steve Brown, uses a play on 
words as its theme, “Give us the 
finger. We'll give you the power.” 

One version of the ad opens with 
guys pointing their middle fingers 
directly at the camera (not 
backhanded). The next scene shows a 
yo-yo string being fastened onto a 
middle finger. Then Steve Brown zips 
through some cool yo-yo maneuvers, and 
the ad concludes with graphics of the 
yo-yos in its new Hardcore line. 

One of the first groups to protest 
the ad was the American Family 
Association (AFA), which stated ina 
Nov. 8 “Action Alert”: 

"In a pre-Christmas advertising 
blitz designed to introduce its new 
"Hard-core Series’ of yo-yos, Duncan 
began airing a television commercial 
that bounces from one rebellious 
personality to the next,... each 
floating the crude gesture of social 
disrespect into the camera....The 
announcer tags the ad...’Give us the 
finger, we'll give you the power.’” 

AFA YP Tim Wildmon called the ad 
"negligent" and "irresponsibility of 
the lowest form.” He added, “For 
decades, the Duncan yo-yo has been as 
much of an American icon as baseball 
and blue jeans.... 

"By promoting [disrespectful] 
behavior," he added, “Duncan is 
defying the trust of those who kept 
them in business a generation ago, the 
parents of today’s customers. ° 

Qn Nov. 9, Duncan Toys Co. 
president Jason Sauey issued a 
statement turning down AFA’s request 
that he pull the commercial. 

"We recognize [that teenagers] of 
every generation have a certain 
rebellious nature....We would like to 


encourage [them] to do something more 
constructive with their middle finger 
other than to raise it straight up in 
a youthful and vulgar act of defiance. 

"You may know that the middle 
finger is also the finger that people 
should use for yo-yo play....All the 
subjects... in our commercial have 
their middle fingers pointing 
horizontally out rather than 
vertically up,... 

"I understand that we may still be 
offending some people. I sympathize 
with those sentiments. Reaching young 
people today in a manner in which they 
will attend to, listen to, and respond 
to is a challenging endeavor. We 
welcome [your] input,”...Sauey said. 

The star of the commercial, Steve 
Brown, finds the whole controversy 
mildly amusing. The ads have been 
criticized because a lot of people 
have narrow views of the world. 


“f{They] don’t like the idea of more 


crazy, outspoken people like me in an 
industry that, in their opinion, 
should be limited to Boy Scouts and 
church socials." 

The commercial has made him into a 
minor celebrity, which he also finds 
amusing. “I have had more people stop 
me for my autograph, and a few punk 
rockers show up for demos based on the 
commercial....My only real gripe is 
the clothes Duncan made me wear." 

Just imagine the scene if 
protesters show up waving placards in 
front of Duncan headquarters. It'll 
give a whole new meaning to the tern 
"Duncan demonstrators.” (American 
Family Association, P.0. Drawer 2440, 
Tupelo, MS 38803, 601-844-5036, 
http://www.afa.net/alert/aa991112.htm; 
Flambeau Products Corp., Duncan Toys 
Division, 15981 Valplast Road, P.0. 
Box 97, Middlefield, OH 44062, 
800-232-3474, info@yo-yo.com) 
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S & S, Yomega Produce Yo CD 

Simon & Schuster Interactive 
announced on Nov. 17 that it has 
joined forces with Yomega Corp. 
to produce new software products. The 
first product, an instructional CD-ROW 
entitled "Ready, Set, Yo!" (PC/MAC) 
focuses on yo-yo technique and will 
come with a Yomega Fireball yo-yo. 

The CD teaches yoing through a hip 
story line. Three skatepunk escapees 
from the Yo underground--Axle, Yolanda 
and Yo-Bot--take yo players through 
all they need to know to 
“inspirational, earpounding music.” 

The CO teaches 38 popular tricks 
with the help of videos, step-by-step 
instructions and illustrations from 
the user’s point of view. 

Featured are the talents of 
Guinness World Record holders Chris 
Ciosek and “Sir” Rick Wyatt, and Brett 
“Outch” Outchcunis. 

The CD will be available 
nationwide in late November for the PC 
and Wac at $19.95. (www. yomega.com, 
www. Simonsays, con) 


Yo-Yo World: R.1.P. 

The newest publication to hit the 
yo-yo world, "Yo-Yo World” magazine, 
made its appearance on newsstands 
around June 1. The second issue 
appeared about August 1. The third 
issue went on sale about November 1. 

The publisher, H & $ Media of 
Bannockburn, I1]., a suburb of 
Chicago, has announced that it is 
ceasing publication of the magazine. 

"This is to inform you that, 
effective immediately, Yo-Yo World 
magazine is ceasing publication,” 
publisher Sara Fiedelholz wrote ina 
Nov. 15 letter to YYW advertisers. 
"Although your feedback has been 
positive, the market is not where it 
needs to be to support the magazine.” 


To make a long story short, the 
magazine sought to fill a niche ina 


fad market, and the fad ended before 
it was able to find its place. 

Yo-Yo Times editor Stuart Crump 
Jr. helped H & $ Media start the new 
magazine. YY7, now in its 12th year, 
was unaffected by YY#’s demise. 


Free Copy of "Yo-Yo World” 

We still have a few copies left of 
issues #1 and #2 of Yo-Yo World 
magazine. While supplies last, 
subscribers to Yo-Yo Times, can get a 
free copy of either or both issues. 
(NOTE: Issue #3 is NOT available.) 

To obtain your free copy, send a 
self-addressed, stamped 9x12-inch 
manilla envelope to Yo-Yo World sample 
issue, c/o Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519, 
Herndon, VA 20172. 

For ONE copy of either issue #1 or 
#2, attach $1.13 for postage in the 
U.S.; $2.42 for postage to Canada; 
$2.81 for Mexico; $3.97 for other 
foreign countries. IMPORTANT: If you 
send International Reply Coupons 
(IRCs), you will need SEVERAL IRCs; 
one is not enough. Ask for details at 
your local post office. No foreign 
checks or money orders, please. If 
you prefer, you may use your credit 
card (VISA or MasterCard). 

If you'd like BOTH magazines, in 
the U.S. we suggest you send a 
PRIORITY MAIL ENVELOPE (which you can 
get at the post office) (size about 
12x15 inches) with $3.20 postage 
attached, and with your name and 


address in the appropriate place, and 


we'll send you BOTH issues. 


REPORT FROM HAWAII 


The Beauty of the Sport 
by Jim Diamond 

Something utterly unexpected 
happened at the 1999 Bandai World Yo- 
Yo Competition. 

I remember the 32¢ original Duncan 
Tournament and the 60¢ Duncan Jeweled 
Yo-Yos, Much has changed since then. 
I decided to go to the World 
Championships to see exactly how much. 

As my plane descended through 
cumulus clouds surrounding Honolulu on 
Friday afternoon, Aug. 20, I felt 
exhausted. I admit it. Like a kid 
again, I had been too excited to sleep 
the night before. Yet the moment the 


plane's window framed Diamond Head 
crater, my mind auto-shifted into 


overdrive and my heart raced. 

Once I had found the entrance to 
the immense, innovatively designed 
Hawaii Convention Center and had 
picked up my three-day pass, I stepped 
through a doorway into another 
universe. This was yo-yo heaven! 

A swirl of indistinguishable and 
excited sounds enveloped me. A Six- 
year-old was practicing two-handed 
loops right before me as his two young 
friends executed perfect Atomic Bombs. 

Then I blinked and saw dozens more 
yo-yoers, of all ages, trying out 
merchandise from the multicolored rows 
of vendors. Somewhere in the depths 
of the enormous hall, applause tapered 
as the master of ceremonies announced 
the next attempt to break a world 
record. It was all I had expected. 

Eager to take in everything 
immediately, I made a beeline for the 
stage. Suddenly I found myself ogling 
some 50 hopeful champions warming up 
in the designated practice area. 
Although I perform under the name “The 
Yo-Yo Genius,” I felt abruptly as if I 
had dropped 50 1.Q. points. As soon 
as I began noticing complex string 
tricks I couldn't: even identify, I 
hurried on. 

I watched a young Japanese boy, 
Masataka Umehara of THP Japan, perform 
more than 7,243 single-handed loops in 
an hour. Incredibly, “Fast Eddy” 
McDonald's nine-year-old record of 
6,437 still stands. 

Next I saw another lad, Keijiro 
Hasegawa of Team High Performance 
{THP) of Japan, annihilate the AYYA 
record of behind-the-back loops (187, 
held by Dale Myrberg) by completing 
668. 

Then Chris Ciosek challenged his 
own Guinness World Record of 
performing 30 tricks in 60 seconds, 
and broke it by executing 31. 

Finally Rick Wyatt challenged the 
world record of 10 minutes and five 
seconds for a "sleeper to extinction.” 
Although Rick’s throw reminded me of 
baseball-great Nolan Ryan’s fastball, 
unfortunately his yo-yo died a minute 
and 27 seconds too soon (8:32.68). 
{There’s always tomorrow.) 

On Saturday I faced off with all 
the vendors. I had endless technical 
questions and they had answers. I was 
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relentless! Only after mercilessly 
extracting engineering details from 


one cornered victim for 20 minutes, 
who courteously provided every 
revelation without a blink, did I 
learn he was Brad Countryman, owner 
and president of What’s Next 
Manufacturing Inc. 

Like a bad penny, I revisited each 
booth dozens of times. With only the 
expertise I pried from the minds of 
Brett Outchcunis, Chris Ciosek and 
Rick Wyatt, touring professionals at 
the Yomega booth, I could write a 
small book. 

I missed meeting three-time world 
champion Bill deBoisblanc, Yo-Yo Times 
editor Stuart Crump and yo-yo 
innovator Dr. Tom Kuhn, and was unable 
to intercept U. $. National Yo-Yo 
Masters Dale Oliver and Dale Myrberg. 

I did, however, locate John 
Stangle, American Yo-Yo Association 
president, who couldn't have been more 
hospitable. Then I succeeded in 
ambushing U. §. National Yo-Yo Master 
Dennis McBride as he strode back to 
the judges’ arena balancing a cup of 
water in each hand {Dennis seldom does 
anything single-handed). I also 
managed to ungraciously interrupt 1998 
World Champion Jennifer Baybrook as 
she stole a moment of ralaxation 
outside the exhibition hall. (I’m 
sorry, Jennifer. I didn’t notice your 
headphones until it was too late.) 

Outside the Convention Center, 
mulling over a few technical mysteries 
that remained, I suddenly found myself 
conversing with Emily Pierson, from 
Michigan, a thoroughly charming and 
typical yo-yo mother (“I don’t know 
much about yo-yos, but my son does"). 
Later Emily introduced me to her 
teenage son, Aaron, of Team High 
Performance, who was competing in the 
next day’s AA Division. Aaron 
helpfully provided the last of answers 
I was seeking. 

Mentally fatigued myself, when I 
decided to call it an early night, I’m 
certain the world’s best yo-yoers all 
high-fived my departure. 

Sunday morning I ran into Rick 
Wyatt again at my hotel. He said that 
after I had left the night before, he 
had challenged the record again and 
shattered it by sleeping a yo-yo for a 
mind-boggling 11 minutes and 52 
seconds, only slightly less than the 
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tine it takes me to execute one 
Hydrogen Bomb. Five other AYYA 


records also fell that night. 

On the way to the Convention 
Center on the last day of competition, 
I picked up a copy of The Honolulu 
Advertiser to see what was happening 
in the world, only to discover an 
impressive picture of Aaron Pierson 
performing. The World Yo-Yo 
Competition was what was happening. 

I filled my shopping bag and 
clothing with al] the yo-yos, carry 
bags, lubricants, books and advanced 
videos I have ever wanted, even 
stashing a Yomega RB II, a Saber 
Raider, a Superyo Renegade, a 
Spintastics Tornado and a Henry’s 
Coral Snake in my five pockets. 

What surprised me about the 
competition? Brett Outchcunis was 
helpful far beyond reasonable 
expectations and somehow remained 
friendly throughout my incessant 
interrogations. Some of the champions 
were considerably younger than I 
expected. And much of the yo-yoing 
was performed at a breathtakingly fast 
pace. 

Oh, yes, and something utterly 
astounding happened at the 1999 Bandai 
World Yo-Yo Competition that I must 
share with you. On the last day J 
watched the AA (Double-Handed) 
Division Finals. Alan Batangan, a 
youngster about as old as I was when I 
first learned to sleep a yo-yo, began 
his freestyle performing two-handed 
loops astonishingly faster than I can 
do in my dreams. It looked like over 
300 in 20 seconds. 

After that, it got even better. 

To my non~sanctioned but fairly 
experienced eyes, his spectacular 
routine appeared flawless. As I 
watched the most brilliant yo-yo 
routine I have ever seen, tears began 
streaming down both sides of my face. 

I glanced quickly at the 
spectators beside me, everyone of them 
open-mouthed, their attention was 
riveted on his performance. Quickly I 
wiped my tears away, but they 
returned, repeatedly. 

Just imagine, a grown man watching 
a kid play with a yo-yo--and crying. 
The relentless dedication! The 
phenomenal talent! The stunning 
expertise! I had never seen anything 
like it in my life! It was one of 


those rare and priceless moments that 
sears itself into the depths of your 


memory banks, and you know you will 
remember vividly as long as you live. 

What I’m relating is extremely 
personal, but I feel it’s my duty to 
share it with you. There are many 
people who would never understand, 
But if you were fortunate enough to 
have been at the 1999 World Yo-Yo 
Championships that afternoon, or if 
you love the sport of yo-yoing as 
deeply as I do, I know you will. 

Incidentally, behind Takumi 
Nagase, Koji Yokoyama, Masaya 
Shimazaki and Paul Han, respectively, 
Alan Batangan placed fifth. 


REPORT ON CHICO 


Get On The Bus! 
by Bill Leibowitz 
bill légoldenapplecomics.com 

Since 34 members of our team, The 
Golden Apple Yo-Yo Corps, wanted to go 
to Chico along with assorted family 
and friends, the only logical thing to 
do was hire a bus. 

We got a big (50-passenger), new 
model with comfortable seats, a stereo 
P.A. system, video monitors and an on- 
board toilet. We left Los Angeles on 
Friday morning (10/1) at 8:00 a.m., 
Joaded down with assorted McMuffins, 
hash browns, apples, bananas, punch, 
soda and lotsa junk food! 

The ride up wasn't that bad. The 
scenery was pretty boring, but we were 
all excited and soon settled down to a 
video program of last year’s Chico 
freestyles, miscellaneous Golden Apple 
special events, and the all-time 
favorite, "Happy Gilmore’ with Adam 
Sandler. 

We arrived in Chico at 5:00 p.m., 
just in tine to visit The Bird In Hand 
Yo-Yo Museum before it closed. The 
museum alone is worth the trip. What 
a great place! Yo-yos, patches, 
photos, books, rare yo-yos, awards, 
tops, custom yo-yos, posters, promo 
items and lots and lots of yo-yos. 

The Friday night event was mind 
blowing! Hundreds of world-class 
yoers inside and outside the hall, 
showing off, trading tricks, meeting 
new and old friends, trading gossip, 
and hanging out. A real yoer’s dream. 

We even got to see a demo of all 
the X-division tricks with Dennis 
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McBride missing, and then finally 
showing, two acceptable variations of 


the “Dennis McBride Roller Coaster.” 

After a truly amazing breakfast 
for 40 of us at the Country Waffle 
House (really 8-I-G portions of great 
food}, we set up camp at the park 
where the contest was being held. 

Qur "camp" was a tilt-up covering 
{like a tent with no sides) with 
Golden Apple and Team Losi (our 
sponsor) banners to provide shade (it 
was about 90 degrees out}, tables for 
food, coolers for punch, soda and 
water, storage for our yo-yo bags, and 
chairs for the parents. 

What a great tine! It was like a 
company (or really an extended family) 
picnic. 

We hung out, ran around, visited 
the couple of booths set up, traded 
yo-yos, got free ProYo event yo-yos, 
and competed. The competition was 
well organized, fairly judged and 
tough. 

The level of skill of the 
participants was awesome. This was 
truly a national skill level event. 
Most of our team did well, but under 
pressure it sometimes seems like you 
make the tricks you thought you’d miss 
and miss the ones you thought you'd 
make. The only member of our team who 
got a trophy was Ryan Dean, who is now 
National Champion in the Sport 
Division, 9-10 year-old class. 
go, Ryan! 

The freestyles were truly amazing. 
Each routine offered something 
different--a new trick, an impossible 
variation or a stunt that seemed to 
defy the laws of physics and body 
dynamics. 

After the freestyles, while the 
judges scored the players, it was time 
for the group presentations. There 
was no competition, just a chance to 
show off, strut your stuff and have 
some fun. 

Most of the groups were 4-8 people 
who did imaginative, skillful and 
coordinated routines. There was Sky 
Kiyabu, who performed as a one-man 
team. Sky has raised the bar so high, 
there’s no one up there with hin. 

And then there was us! We had 
practiced for several weeks, but 
coordinating a group of over 30 people 
was pretty far out experience. We 
assembled on stage in three lines, in 
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The most comprehensive 
yo-yo teaching tool in the world! 
All new video series from 
National Yo-Yo Master Dennis McBride 
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Yo-Yos 


Champ Bunny Martin 


Wooden Monarch Yo-Yos 
P.O. Box 23404 


Santa Barbara, CA 93121 ; * 
Call: 805/966-4270 pow “a ined 
mreid@rain.org Indian Pennies or Liberty 
More — ~pomee Dimes inlaid add $5 
ovat -Include $2.23 S/H- 


~ YO-YO MUSEUM 


National Museum, Chico, Calif. 
Located inside the Bird in Hand Store 
320 Broadway, Chico, Calif. 
More than 1,000 yo-yos on display 
Open 10-5 Mon.-Sat, 11-4 Suna. 
Free admission 
For further information, 
call 916/893-0545 
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————71_ yayolady.com 


“A true collector's tam written by one of the 
prand ladies of the State of Yol" 

~ Netscape, Editor's Choice, August 1999 
Whether you're just starting out or a pro, World on the String: 
The How-To Yo-Yo Book by Helane Zeiger is the classic, ofd 
schoo book for yo-yo players everywhere. This definitive 
manual includes precise, step-by-step instructions pius iflus- 
trations and photographs for over seventy-five yo-yo tricks. 


: 


To order send a check for $16.00 per copy (ine. tax and shipping) to: 
Helene Zeiger, 1621 LeRay Avesue, Berkeley, CA 94708 
Or order online at yoyeiady.com 


our brand new spiffy black shirts with 
white and gold accents and Golden 


Apple and Team Losi logos. 

We ranged from kids 9 years old to 
adults in their 30’s, 40’s and up. We 
had boys, girls, father and son and 
father and daughter combinations, 
women (with and without tattoos), with 
virtually every major ethnic group 
represented. 

In short, we were almost the exact 
opposite of every other group. We 
even had our own yo-yo doctor (Mo), 
who wore his lab coat over his 
uniform. 

The routine was designed like a 
three-ring circus, with lots of stuff 
going on all the time. We presented a 
big, loosely coordinated, chorus with 
modules of two to eight people 
performing sub-routines. 

We started with the Golden Apple 
cheer, which led to our music--a mix 
tape of 50’s rock-n-roll (Little 
Richard, Chuck Berry, Elvis, etc.) set 
to a steady, bass-heavy dance beat. 

Then came the modules: long-string 
stunts, coordinated Mach 5’s, all 
girls doing brain twisters and Texas 
cowboy variations, string wizards, 
picture tricks, loop combinations, 
two-handed players spotlighting Ken 
and Joey doing two-handed Fantasias. 
Along the way, Rachel messed up her 
yo-yo (intentionally), and Dr. Mo came 
out and "fixed" it with a toilet 
plunger {you had to be there). 

As we all gathered around Joe and 
Farrah for the finale, we prepared for 
the big finish. We had been working 
with Rudy Coby, the well-known 
magician, to come up with a 
(hopefully) spectacular effect. 

As Joe and Farrah spelled out Y-0 
Y-O with their strings, we all yelled 
"yo-yo!" and unleashed a torrent of 
streamers straight at the audience. 

Each member of the team had 
hand-held “Ninja Streamers” that 
emitted eight laser-like strands. 

In addition, we had three cannons 
filled with streamers that were shot 
up and over the team and into the 
audience. It looked like a 
combination fireworks show and 
snowstorm. It caught everyone by 
surprise and really gave them 
something to remember. It also gave 
us a big mess to clean up. 

Well, at least it wasn’t confetti. 


After the demonstrations came the 
awards, the banquet, more hanging out, 


and the bus ride home (midnight to 8 
a.nm.). The kids wanted to watch 
"Happy Gilmore” again at 1:00 a.m., 
but we told them to shut up and go to 
sleep, they’d had enough fun for one 
weekend! 


UPCOMING CONTESTS 


Upcoming contests are listed in 
chronological order. If you are 
planning to hold a contest, e-mail us 
the following information: City, 
state, date, name of the contest, 
location, time, sponsoring 
organization, who to contact for 
information (the person's name, phone 
number, e-mail address, web site). 


TAMPA, FLA. -- Dec. 4 -- The 
Florida Winter Yo-Yo Challenge will be 
held at the Brandon Recreation Center 
(near Tampa) from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
For info, contact David Bruner at 813- 
671-8640, bandit-dog@msn.con, 

STOCKTON and LODI, CA -- Dec. 
3i/Jan. 1 -- The Last and First Yo-Yo 
Event/Contest of the Millennium! 
Stockton’s Third Annual First Night 
(Dec. 31 from 6 p.m. to midnight) 
will host record-breaking events 
featuring Paul Buethe attempting to 
break the record for most “Around The 
Worlds" in one throw. This 
record-breaking evening will be 
followed by the first YoYo Contest of 
the Millennium, to be held on Jan. 1, 
2000 in Lodi. Info: 
thpaul@prodigy.net (Paul Buethe), 
psychyo@softcom.net (Steve Speegle), 
or call Speegle International YoYo 
Museum at 209-366-1969. 

WILMINGTON, DEL. ~- Jan. 29, 2000 
-~ Yo-Bowl Saturday. At Mitchell’s 
Trains, Toys and Hobbies, Fairfax 
Shopping Center, 2303 Concord Pike, 
Wilmington, DE 19803, 302-652-3258, 
trains@mitchells.com, WHY: 
http://mitchells.con. 

BAKERSFIELD, CALIF. -- July 8, 
2000 -- South West Regional Yo-Yo 
Championships, at the City of 
Bakersfield Convention Center. Info: 
Jeannette, 661-322-9874. 

PROVIDENCE, R.I. -- July 22-23, 
2000 -- Yomega Y3A World 
Competition. The Yomega Corporation 
will hold the Yomega Y3A World 
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Competition at the Rhode Island 
Convention Center in Providence, Rhode 


Island on July 22-23, 2000, 1-800-338- 
8796 ext. 287 or www. yomega.com. 


NEW PRODUCTS 


RPM Adds a New Dimension 
to Yo-Yo Science 

The new RPM (which stands for 
"Raider Performance Measurement") is 
Yomega’s newest high-tech yo-yo--and 
certainly an example of the highest of 
the high tech yo-yos to reach the 
market to date. 

In addition to performing all the 
tricks that you can do with a regular 
roller-bearing Yomega Raider, the RPM 
contains a computer chip that can 
process the yo-yo’s speed in both 
miles per hour and meters per hour as 
well as revolutions per minute. The 
yo-yo can also measure sleep time, 
count loops and detect fouls. These 
figures are displayed on an LCD 
readout on the side of the yo-yo. 

"It offers players instant 
bragging rights with its ability to 
keep track of the highest level 
achieved within each performance 
category, Yomega said. 

The RPM may even spawn a new wave 
of science fair projects because it 
lets the amateur scientist perform 
actual measurements and thus calculate 
answers to questions such as: Which 
is better, cotton or nylon string? 
How does the length of the string 
affect the speed and spin time of the 
yo-yo? How does lubrication affect 
the yo-yo’s speed? SRP, $24.95. 

Check your favorite yo-yo store or 
order through the Yomega web site. 
(Yomega Corp., P.O. Box 4146, Fall 
River, MA 02723, 508/672-7399, 
wow. yomega.con. } 


Tiger E-YO Also Offers 
Performance Measurement 

"The Ultimate Performance Yo-Yo" 
is what Tiger Electronics calls the E- 
YO, which comes with a 4-digit 
display. It measures four performance 
modes--speed, distance traveled, sleep 
time and loops counting. The E-YO 
cones in four hot colors. Available 
from several yo-yo stores on the 
internet. $14.99. (Tiger Electronics 
Inc., 980 Woodlands Pkwy., Vernon 
Hills, IL 60061, 8847-913-8100, web 


The Klutz Yo-Yo Book 
@ the updated edition of the classic 
BA book of tips, tricks and yo-yo history, 
4 packaged with 8 very cool screw- 
apart yo-yo. The result Is nothing 


order, or request a catalogue, 
call 800/538-8944. 


Superlative Handmade 
Yo-Yos 
Native & Exotic Woods 


Send For Your Free 
Color Catalogue 


“yYO-TOPIA™ 
“The Best Place In The World To YO-YO!" 


Whoiesale and Neteil YO-YO's, Marketing, Demos & Contests 


John Stangle 


*1997 Advanced Division World YO-YO Champion" 
Sante Ross, CA 06401 


(707) 642-YOYO [9808} 
FAX: (707) 642-0606 CalFirt O-~.. " 


yotopiaw@ yolopia.com i y 
SN 


wwe. YOTOPIA.com 


634 Echo Lake Way 
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NEW YO-YO CLUB Rockville, MD, USA : 


E-mail for details: MDGRFX@aol.com - 


ee 
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GEMINI HOOPS ¢ SPAGHETTI e MAN ON THE FLYING TRAPEZE e THE BUZZ SAW 


The Worlds Best One Piece 
Wooden Yo-Yo 


* dynamically balanced 
* tournament quality 
© spectacular finishes 


* rhinestone & hologram finishes 
¢ California cool collection 
* made in the USA 


‘American Spinners 

28 Worcester Drive 
Wayne, New Jersey 07470 
Tel: 973-694-1280 

fax: 973-694-6965 


*YSLSIML NIVHG © SAVM IWGIL © SANG duVM *Ha0NVS ONIATS © STIV4 SHL Y3AO © 


The Little Book of Yo-Yos 
by Professor Yo-Yo 
(AKA YYT editor Stuart Crump Jr.) 
Covers all the basics for beginners. 
Ask for it at your favorite bookstore, 
or by mail: 
$4.95 ($6.95 in Canada) plus $1 S&H 


{y interesting to watch people's reaction t0 2 

SLEEP MACHINE or ROLLER WOODY - « f 

espectally kids and cats. hooks like a regukar gg 

wooden yo-yo. but how does i spin so ; 
lony? The secret is a precision hall bearing axle i 
and a unique adjustable string pap allowing 
Yo-Yo tune-ups. Too Techy” for some 6 or 
6 were retumed), the reward for the rest of 
us is the magic healing qualities of lung 
spinning wood. In .t pkiste age. holding and 
watching J Sleep Machine spin. is a calming and 
centering experience. Others are chamned too. They're 
great fur meeting people. Best of ull. at a moments notice. 
these particular yo-vos connect me to that part of myself which 
also spins und dances. 


= Steep MACHINE — BUTTERFLY STYLE 


ADORESS 


* VisA/MC. 
» Tom Kiaw Yo-Yos L1o., 
° Box 276, Arcane, NY 14009 


Yo-Yo 


WAKING UP TO THE SLEEP MACHINE 


5 ROLLER Woooy— CLassic STYLE......-+--++» 
Name. 


* Cry, Stave, Zine 
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Running Press 
125 South 22nd St.-YT 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-4399 


Thousands of yo-yos in stock in over 50 
styles. Open 7 days a week. Since 1988 


Call or write for 4 free catalog 


1-800-YoYo-Guy 


ExpDate. = 
Prone Onvers: (904) 385-5463 © FAX (904) 668-5825 
rile http./Mww.yoyosuy.com ¢ infinite@pd.net 


Po Box 2584 » Taliahassee, FL 39316-2584 


site TEU Ges Oe 
Tiger also produces yo-yos based 


on Star Wars Episode I, including the 
Destroyer Droid Yo-Yo and Trade 
Federation Battleship Yo-Yo, and 
several Pokemon Yo-Yos, including 
Blastoise, Meowth and Pikachu. Also 
offered is the Meowth Yo-Yo. 


New Duncans 
Duncan Toys looks both back and 
ahead in its introduction of new yos. 
Looking back, it has reintroduced 
the Jeweled Model 101 Yo-Yo, which was 
first brought to market in 1953. It 
is available ONLY through the Duncan 
website and comes with a reprint of 
the 1955 Duncan trick book. Only 
25,000 of the individually numbered 
model will be made. $25 + S&H. 
The new Hardcore series includes: 
--The rim-weighted, ballbearing 
Avenger, which will retail for about 
$15. It is designed to “provide the 
extreme performance of an aluminum yo- 
yo in a high impact polymer model. * 
--The Ballistic is a ball-bearing 
transaxle that allows you to change 
the graphics on the sides as well as 
the weight. Adjustable sting gap. 
--The Orb is a tight-up yo-yo, 
with “multiple LED’s in random 
colors,” Duncan says. Ball-bearing 
transaxle, adjustable string gap. 
--The Duncan Mondial was developed 
in Germany and is made of aircraft 
aluminum, has rim-weighted 
construction and a ball-bearing 
transaxle and a rachet gap adjustment. 
--The Transaxtion keychain yo-yo. 
--Also new, the Duncan Strongbox 
case, which displays your collection 
and at the same time holds your yo~-yos 
safely. (Duncan Toys Inc., P.0. Box 
5, Middlefield, OH 44062, 216-632- 
1631, http:/www.duncan-yo- 
yo.com/limited/content_frame.html. 


Kuhn/BC, the Pocket Rocket 
"Small in size, but huge in 
performance,” is the way Tom Kuhn and 
What’s Next Mfg. Inc. describe the new 
1 1/2" diameter Pocket Rocket mini- 
ballbearing yo-yo, made froma high- 
grade aluminum alloy. It comes in 5 
finishes/colors. $24.95: for mail 
orders add $4.50/S&H. Order from 
What's Next Mfg. Inc., P.O. Box 276, 
Arcade, NY 14009, 800-458-8635, 


YoYoJam, a New Player 
A relatively new yo-yo 


manufacturer is YoYoJam. “We make a 
complete product line,” marketing 
director Valerie Aaron told us, of 
ballbearing yo-yos with adjustable 
string gaps, made of an almost 
indestructible polycarbonate. They 
"have no parts to lose,” she said. 

The Spindammer ($12) is an “all- 
purpose yo-yo," Valerie said. The 
Hurricane ($13) is “our best looping 
yo-yo,’ she said, 

The newest member of the line is 
the Bandit ($15)--a limited edition of 
the Hurricane, manufactured in 
translucent red with special graphics. 

Other yo-yos in the line are the 
butterfly-style DragonJam ($13) and 
the miniJam ($24.95). The company 
also offers T-shirts ($10), a Yoyojam 
CD ($6) and a yo-yo holster ($3.95). 

Company owner Dale Bell (Valerie’s 
father) started the company about a 
year ago when a friend challenged him 
to make a better yo-yo than those on 
the market, Valerie said. He had 
experience engineering perfectly 
balanced plastic-injection molded fan 
blades. Order through the internet. 
(YoYovam, 6461 Garden Rd., Riviera 
Beach, Fl 33404, 561-845-8212, 
aaivalerie@aol.com, www. yoyojam, con) 


Cool Things Comet 10 

New from Cool Things Corp. is the 
Comet 10 Brain, a clutch yo-yo, which 
has 5 balls with springs in its 
clutch. Super speed, extra-long 
spinning time. Made in China. 
Suggested retail price (SRP), about 
$4. Wholesale price, $§24/doz; minimum 
order from the manufacturer is $100. 
(Cool Things Corp., D/B/A Maxson Inc., 
730 Garden St., Carlstadt, NJ 07072, 
201/935-9600, 800/788-9221) 


New Name at Spintastics 

The Terminator Technic is now 
called the Spintastics Tornado. 
Company partner Val Krantz writes: 
"We are no longer licensed to use the 
name of Terminator in association with 
our yo-yos.. The new address for 
Spintastics is: Spintastics Skill 
Toys, Inc., 2215 W. Pipeline Rd., 
Euless, TX 76040, 817-868-9696, fax 
817-545-6050, www.spintastics.com. 
spintastics@spintastics.com. 
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Playmaxx Stunt Pilot a. 
New from Playmaxx is the Stunt 


Test Pilot 3 yo-yo, which is 3 toys in 
one--a yoyo, a top and a mini diabolo. 
SRP $29.95. The new model is a GT- 
shaped ballbearing yo-yo, made of a 
brand new, indestructible material, 
“ProYonium(tm).” 

"We drove a car over it and hit it 
like a baseball,” company CEO Tom Van 
Dan Elzen said. “It was not even 
scratched. It wil] bounce off the 
floor, and it has spin top tips on 
both sides and will spin like a top. 
It also loops pretty well for a 
butterfly-shaped yo-yo,” he said. 
Other new yo-yos in the works are the 
Roadster and the downsized aluminium 
Ace. (Playmaxx Inc., 2410 0. 
Huachuca, Dept. YYT, Tucson, AZ 85745, 
520/623-7085: sales@playmaxx.com: 
www, playmaxx. com) 


String Slinger 

The new String Slinger Case holds 
up to 24 yo-yos “and all the gear a 
string slinger needs,” 
StringSlinger.Com (that's the 
company’s official name) general 
manager Tony L. Beasley said. It is 
available at a retail price of $34.95. 

Also new: a three-videotape 
training series that entertains as it 
teaches (see VIDEOS section below). 
The company plans other accessories, 
and will have our own yo-yos too. 

Our main mission is to get new 
yo-yo players and create more yo-yo 
awareness. 

"We also support the dream of 
putting yoing in the Olympics,” he 
said. “We also have the very hard-to- 
find Hyper Russel] yo-yos.” 
(StringSlinger.Com, 250 Ward Ave. 
suite 215, Honolulu, HI. 96814, toll- 
free at 1-888-969-6336, on line at 
www.stringslinger.com, or e-mail 
info@stringslinger.com) 


Free Sample Yo-yostrap 

Ray Forbes will send a free sample 
of "Yo-yostrap.” Send him a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope 
(SASE). “Indicate if you want adult 
size or kid size,” he said. "The Yo- 
yostrap eliminate the slip-knot fumble 
and yo-yo string irritation from your 
bag of tricks." Send your SASE to Ray 
Forbes, P.O. Box 18177, Pittsburgh, PA 
15236. Website www. tdsyo-yostuff.com. 


: Lucky’s 


Collectors 


(Guide 


To 20th Century 


ae 


Yo-Yos eee More yo-yos wer 
than at any other time in history. The interest int the Mit 
tory of yo-yos is at an all time high. . 


Lucky’s Collectors Guide To 20th 
Century Yo-Yos is the definitive book on the 
history and values of yo-yos. It is the perfect source 
for young or experienced yo-yo enthusiasts who 
crave more information or just want to rélive fond 


memories from their childhood. 


ay Featuring: History and yalues of yo-yos, 
guides for grading, and over 1000 photographs 
of collectible yo-yos and related memorabilia. 


jen ermer 


Order Now! «es 


95 ; 
$2 9 « ULS. plus SH/H/Tx - 
. 1 -877.969.6728 in w.yo-yos.net 
> Make Checks Payable To: Lucky J.’s Swim & Surf, Inc. 
ing #ddress: 7300 Sandlake Commons Boulevard © Suite 103 * Orlando © Fl 32819 


ors: Quality Books Inc. * 1003 West Pines Road * Oregon * IL 61061-6980 
815.732.4450 x464 = Fax: 815.732.4499 


ISBN 0-966761 2-0-0 

Author: Lucky J. Meisefifieimer, M. D. 

256 pages, soffbound (8.5"x11”) & over 1000 photographs 
email: luckyj@msn.com 


VISA 


ZS © © 
Sandlake 


Commons 


Boulevard 
Suite 1 0 3 
Orlando, FL 


www. yo-yos.net 


256 pages 
coated stock 
softbound (8.5"x11"} 


over 1000 photographs 


Order Number: 
1.877.969.6728 


$29.95 U.S. plus SH/H/Tx 
Make Checks Payable To: 
Lucky J.’s Swim & Surf, Inc. 


Distributors: 

Quality Books Inc. 

1003 West Pines Road 
Oregon @ IL 61061-6980 
PH: 815.732.4450 x464 
Fax: 815.732.4499 


ISBN 0-966761 2-0-0 


PUBLISHER 
LUI LS 
SWIM & SURF 
INCORPORATED 


Yo-Yo. Just saying the word brings a smile to the faces of adults and children 
of all ages. The fad that began in the late 1920s, and was predicted to last a very 


short time, has now produced its fourth generation of players. 


Since being introduced to the United States in 1928, millions of yo-yos have been sold. 
Collector interest has now skyrocketed, increasing the values of yoyos. Some rare 
models have sold for thousands of dollars. At a recent estate auction, one yo-yo sold 
for over $16,000.00! The yo-yo has now firmly established itself as a collectible piece 


of Americana. 


Lucky’s Collectors Guide To 20th Century Yo°Yos is the most comprehensive 


guide available to yo-yo collectors and history enthusiasts. It features: 


*History: the history of the yo-yo including interesting facts about yo-yos and 


the companies that produced them 


* VALUE GuIDE: a guide listing current values, descriptions of thousands 


of yo-yos and yo-yo related memorabilia 
*GRADING: detailed instructions on how to grade yo-yos 


*MEmoRABILIA: listings and photos of yo-yo related memorabilia such as 


string packs, pins, posters, and trick books 


AvuTHOR: Lucky J. Meisenheimer, M. D. 
Dr. Meisenheimer is regarded as the foremost authority on collectible yo-yos. He has one — 
of the largest private collections of yoyos, and memorabilia in the world. As a charter 
member of the American Yo-Yo Association, he has served as a board member and chair 
of the historical committee. He is the author of numerous articles on the history of the yo- 
yo, yo-yo collecting, and has been a contributing advisor for Schroeder’s Collectibles Toy Price 


Guide for several years. 


VIDEOS 


@ “Mastering the Art of Yo-Yo 
Play" is the name of an all-new video 
series from National Yo-Yo Master 
Dennis McBride. The volumes are: 
Vol. 1 - Beginning & Intermediate 
Tricks (80 tricks); Yol. 2 - String 
Tricks (70 tricks}; Vol. 3 - Picture 
Tricks (60 tricks); and Vol. 4 - 
Two-Handed Tricks (80 tricks). 
Introductory prices: $13.50 per 
volume (+ $1.50 S/H per volume). 
Complete series only $50.00 (+ $3 
S/H). Order from: Dennis McBride, 
P.0. Box 1500, Solvang, California, 
93464, 805-688-0301: e-mail 
dncmb@aol.com. No COD or credit card 
orders accepted. 

@ A new edition of the "Smothers 
Brothers Yo-Yo Wan Video,” entitled 
"Yo-Yo Tricks,” includes much of the 
footage in the original video released 
about 10 years ago with added footage 
of Dale Myrberg, Harvey Lowe, Bob Rule 
and Barney Akers in action on the 
Smothers Brothers Show. Check your 
local video store, or order directly 
from the SmoBros. The cost is $13.00 
plus $4.50 S&H from The Smothers 
Winery, P.O, Box 219, Kenwood, CA 
95452, or call 707-833-1010 or 800- 
795-9463 or e-mail smowinery@ao].com 
for credit card orders. Make checks 
out to "The Smothers Winery.” 

@ New from StringSlinger.Com, a 
three-videotape training series that 
entertains as it teaches. It uses 
members of the Bird in Hand yo-yo 
team, Aaron Barr and Shane Lash, and 
kids from Hawaii, the two main ones 
being Asuka Spangler and her sister 
Shuzuka. Retail $20 each, special 
price if all are purchased together. 
"We are also looking for dealers to 
carry them,” general manager Tony 
Beasley said. Other accessories and 
yo-yos are planned, he said. 
(StringSlinger.Com (address above). 


LETTERS 


We welcome your letters to the 
editor, articles, new tricks, tips, 
etc. Please include your phone number, 
e-mail address, as well as your 
mailing address so we can send you a 
copy of the newsletter. E-mail your 
letters to yoyotine@ao).con. 


Braintwister Problems 
When I do the “Braintwister,” it 


messes up. Here's what I do: 

I throw a fast sleeper, then I 
grab the middle of the string and 
bring the yo-yo between my hands. 

Then I put the string in the yo-yo 
“groove’ and bring my middle finger in 
between the yo-yo and my left hand. 

Then I put my left index finger in 
front of the yo-yo, and the yo-yo 
comes up and over and catches the 
string and gets tangled and knotted. 

Please help me! 

Greg 

yo-yodude55@aol.com 
([Greg--Try using a transaxle yo-yo. 
That should help get you started. 
Once you learn the motions, you can 
try it with a fixed axle yo-yo. 
Practice, practice, practice! You'll 
get it.] 


Yo-Yo Products Inventor 

I, along with my two sons, T&D, 
have a keen interest in yo-yos. I am 
an inventor, and I have 3 patents on 
other, non-yo-yo related items. 

We have a web page, which we just 
started. We manufacture yo-yo related 
items. We have two new exciting 
products relating to yo-yos, which 
will be coming out in about two 
months. 

Dr.Ray Forbes 
rforbes@nail.sgi.net 
wow. tdsyo-yostuff.com 
{RAY: Tell us more! We'll write 
about it in a future issue.] 


DR K 309 
I want to buy a yo-yo that has a 
long sleep time and is under $25. 
Where can I buy a yo-yo like this yo- 
yo in the Philade}phia, Pa., area? 
: Ton 
DR K 309@a0l.com 
[TOM: We don’t usually recommend 
specific yo-yos, but we think you'll 
be satisfied with the offerings at 
Zany Brainy, which has several stores 
in your area. Yomega Fireball, Yomega 
Raider, What’s Next/BC/Tom Kuhn, 
Playmaxx Bumble Bee, Playmaxx Profire 
and SuperYo all fall into your 
parameters. There are several other 
good yo-yos that would also do the job 
for less than $25. Spintastics also 
offers a couple of good models, and 
now Duncan has just brought one out. 
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These long-spin yo-yos are called 
transaxles.’ Let us know what you 


decide, and how you like it/then.] 


What’s a "Routine"? 

I am 13 years old and have been 
yoing for about six months. I've 
heard about “routines,” and I was just 
wondering what they are. 

Brandon Bautista 

Jacksonville, FL 
{BRANDON -- A “routine” (in yo-yoing) 
is an artistically prepared series of 
tricks {simple to advanced to 
professional/champion) performed in 
time to music. Attend any contest 
that will include “freestyle” 
performances, and you'll see some of 
the world’s best yo-yoing. ] 


Sleeping Problems 
I just bought a ProYo and I can’t 
get it to do the “Sleeper.” I tried 
tightening the string or loosening it, 
but that still didn't improve it. 
When I throw it, it just hooks back to 
my hand. 
Is it because of the axle? Can I 
change it? 
Please help me. 
M. Rashid 
rashidbb@hotmail.con 
(MK. -- It sounds like the string is 
jammed inside the axle. Carefully 
unscrew the yo-yo and take it apart. 
To disentangle the string, very 
carefully insert something firm but 
soft into the axle and try to pull the 
string out where it is jammed. You 
might want to try using a solid wooden 
toothpick. If that won't work, try a 
#10 crochet hook, but you have to be 
very careful not to scratch the wooden 
axle inside. I hope this helps you.] 


Raider Problems 

I bought a Yonega Raider. When I 
first got it, it would come up with 
ease. But now it doesn’t want to come 
up at all. 

I've oiled it, changed the string 
and tried to keep the right tightness 
on the halves, but it still doesn’t 
come up. 

What can I do? 

Lucas 
Abiliene, KS 
[LUCAS -- Try this: Put on an 
official Yomega string designed for 
the Raider. It is slightly thicker 


than a standard string. Also, LOOSEN 
the tightness on the string rather 


than tightening it. This will 
increase the surface area of the 
string and should make it easier to 
return to the hand.] 


Feel Like a Kid Again 

I have been yoing for a short tine 
and I really enjoy it. I want to get 
good enough to compete. 

I hope some day I'll get good 
enough for you to know who I am. Here 
isa little bit about me: 

I am 41 years old. I have four 
sons. My wife is Lynda. I ama PC 
tech, and I enjoy all kinds of sports. 
Yoing is just so much fun. It makes 
me feel like a kid again. 

LeRoy P. Pugh 
"Yo Da Man” 
Mesa, AZ 


Is There a Club? 

I can't find a yo-yo club in 

Rochester, New York, where I live. 
Can you help me? 

Frank A. Killings II! 

Rochester, NY 

[FRANK: I don’t know of any clubs. 
So why not start one yourself? Start 
small. Find a place to meet (try the 
local library or community center). 
Put out flyers announcing the first 
meeting. See who shows up. 

[You don't have to have formal 
club rules and everything, and you 
don’t need to have official 
memberships, at least not at first. 
Just get together every week or so at 
the same time and place and trade 
tricks with each other. 

{Send us news of your new club and 
we'll help you publicize it in the 
newsletter. 

{By the way, the Smothers Brothers 
and the "Yo-Yo Wan" (Tom Smothers) 
will be appearing in Rochester, N.Y. 
(with the Lettermen} on December 5. 
You might enjoy taking your entire new 
club to see their act. You might even 
be able to go back stage, but you'll 
have to make arrangements before the 
concert. Ask around.] 


Moto-Yo 

I race dirt bikes as a hobby, and 
I use my yo-yos to get rid of the pre- 
race butterflies before the Motos 
Start. Motor cycles and yo-yos are 


spaz. 
Randal] Mayan, "Moto-Yo-Yo" 


Jonesboro, AR 
[RYAN -- We have to ask, “Do you use a 
butterfly yo-yo?"] 


Looping Problems 
I have a problem. I keep hearing 
of yo’ers who can do hundreds of 
loops. 
I've been yoing for about a year, 
and I’m lucky if I can make five 
loops! 
Can you give me some tips? 
Chris Austin 
Farmington Hills, WI 
[CHRIS -- Dale Oliver writes on this 
very topic in the September 1999 issue 
of the AYYA Newsletter {p.6}. Contact 
the American Yo-Yo Association at 
wow. AYYA.pd.net for information about 
joining the AYYA.] 


Best for Two-Handed Loops 

I have been yo-yoing for about 10 
months, and I’m getting pretty good. 
My favorite trick is the Atomic Bomb. 
I have been wondering about two-handed 
yo-yoing, and I wanted to know the 
best yo-yo that I can get for two- 
handed tricks, preferably loops. If 
you could help me that would be great. 

wizardyol0@aol.com 
[WIZ-- You ask a toughy. I'm not 
sure who knows the answer. All I can 
do is tell you which yos I’ve had the 
best success with for looping (either 
hand}. In no particular order, they 
are: 

[Playmaxx ProYo II, Spintastics 
Technic, any one-piece standard-design 
BC/What's Next model, Tom Kuhn 3-in-1 
No Jive (available from BC/What's 
Next} and quite a few others. Check 
the ads in this issue. The important 
thing is that these are fixed axle, 
classic or flywheel-style nornal 
design (not butterfly, which don't 
loop well). The members of THP and 
Yomega somehow have figured out how to 
loop a ballbearing Yomega Raider, but 
I've never had much success with it. 
Contact Yomega directly for details on 
how they do it, if their method isn’t 
a guarded secret. --$.C.] 


Twisting Problems 

I have a Yonega Fireball Saber 
Wing, I’ve discovered that when I 
sleep it for too long, it won't come 
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back up and starts to twist around in 
an unwinding style. Is there any way 


I can stop this from happening? { 
also have a wooden Duncan Super Tops 
Yo-Yo, and the same thing happens. 
Thanks. 
Daniel Roa 

roadadyéyahoo.con 
(DANIEL -- There are three possible 
causes of this problem. (1) Your 
String is twisted too tightly. 
Solution: Every now and then unwind 
the string and pull it out of the yo- 
yo to its full length. Then, take the 
loop off your finger, hold the yo-yo 
up with your free hand and let the 
string dangle down freely. Allow the 
string to unwind until it reaches 
parity--i.e., until the extra twist is 
taken out of it. Or, (2) you are not 
throwing the yo-yo straight down. As 
a result, the string is touching one 
of the sides as the yo-yo sleeps. 
This extra friction on one side of the 
yo-yo causes it to twist out of its 
stable plane. Solution: Practice, 
practice, practice throwing the yo-yo 
straight down so the string doesn’t 
touch the sides while it is sleeping. 
Or, (3) you are waiting too long 
before you bring the yo-yo back up to 
your hand. ] 


Available from Sweden 

This letter is to let you know 
that yo-yos are available directly 
fron Sweden. We offer the original 
Swedish yo-yo sent by post and paid 
for by credit card. 

Our company is PLAYSAK. 
us by e-mail, 


Contact 


Carl Zedig 
zedig@playsan.se 


Transaxle: How Tight? 
Could you please help me out by 
telling me how to tighten a string on 
a transaxle yo-yo? 
7 Corey 
Psyduck 167@webty.net 
{COREY: There are two kinds of 
transaxle yo-yos. With those that 
have a plastic sleeve around the axle, 
the string should be double looped or 
triple looped around the axle. 
Example: Yomega Fireball. Yo-yos 
that have a ballbearing (sometimes 
called a "roller bearing") axle should 
be single-looped around the axle, just 
the same as a regular, fixed-axle yo- 


a Cool Things® Corp. 


IN iearden sitees, Carlstadiy IN Uy 72 
Mel AZVIIS5-9Hy 
American International Toy Fair Fine (aU Ss-466U (UU S-505) ASD/AMD Trade Show 
February 12-15,1999 February 21-25, 1999 
*Javits Convention Center * New York * Sands Convention Center * Las Vegas 
Booth No.#1581 Booth No.#SH7-SH10 


item NO. 82001 Flashing UFO Top $3.00/Pc (Min.24pcs) 
32 Figure UFO spinning top...it's out-of-this-world! Complete with laser graphics and flashing lights, it 
can spin on its axle or on the edge of the saucer! 72 Pcs/Case/27Lbs/3Cuft 


Toll Fveer300-738-929) 


E-Mail:Coolthingw@aol.com 
Web-Site:http://www.maxsonfun.com 


Cool Things®) Corp: 


7A Garden Street, Carlstadt, Ni 07072 
AEVAZOI9S5-9600 
Han 201 )933 2600) (207) 933-0801 


loos PePPY.W rors 
Nouse 
ORE inside hisxercice bal 


E-Mail:Coolthingw@aol.com 
Web-Site:http://www.maxsonfun.com 


yo. Example: Yomega Raider, Playmaxx 
Bumble Bee, Twister, Tom Kuhn $B-2. 


The string itself should not be 
overtightened, otherwise it may be 
difficult to return the yo-yo to your 
hand. If you’re not sure whether to 
single loop, double loop or triple 
loop the string around the axle, see 
the instructions that come with the 
yo-yo. Or try it all 3 ways yourself 
and see which way works best. 

{One major difference between the 
regular, fixed-axle yo-yo and the 
transaxle-style yo-yos: With 
transaxles, the string should not be 
too tight around the axle. 
Overtightening the string will make it 
difficult for the "starburst" inside 
the yo-yo to grip the string to return 
the yo-yo to your hand.] 


Strings Breaking 

I recently bought a Turbo Bumble 
Bee GT and in the first three days I 
broke two strings. I broke the second 
one almost as soon as I put it on the 
yo-yo! They are breaking at the 
finger! I am sure it is something that 
I am doing. 

Is there anything that I can do to 
increase the life of my strings? 

JTWaltz@aol.con 

[JT -- If the break is at the finger, 
then it is most likely NOT the fault 
of the yo-yo. Each time you throw the 
yo-yo, you put a stress on the string. 
Eventually these little stresses add 
up, and the result is a string break 
at the finger. Possible solution: 
Make Sure you are using good quality 
string. Adjust the loop around your 
middle finger so that (1} the loop is 
on the side of the finger AWAY from 
the thumb, and (2) make sure the base 
of the place where the string passes 
through the loop comes out of the 
middle part of your middle finger. Do 
you have a beginner’s yo-yo book? It 
should show what I mean. If you don’t 
have one, I recommend the ones I 
wrote! But there are also good books 
by other authors. --$.C.] 


How Does it Work? 
How does a yo-yo work? 
Nell 
smjosephéunich. edu 
[NELL-- You ask one of the most 
difficult questions to answer ina few 
words. I’m tempted to say, “Very 


well, thank you," and let it go at 
that. But I 1] give it a try. 


[In its wound-up condition, a yo- 
yo stores potential energy. As it is 
tossed to the ground, the string 
unwinds, converting the potential 
energy into kinetic energy. The yo-yo 
spins at the bottom of the string (if 
it is a sleeping yo-yo), dissipating 
its kinetic energy. 

[Friction between the string and 
the axle causes the yo-yo to slow down 
gradually. A quick jerk on the string 
while the yo-yo is still spinning 
allows the string to bunch up and 
cause extra friction between the 
string, the axle and the sides, which 
causes the yo-yo to wind up. 

[Gyroscopic stability keeps the 
spinning yo-yo in a single plane. 

[That's not much of an 
explanation, but it’s a start, I hope. 
--$.C.] 


Glow Strings 
I am looking for glow-in-the-dark 
yo-yo strings. Do you know anyone who 
selld these strings? 
Chuck Pribulick 
of “Jan & the Yo-Yo Man" 
Endicott, NY 
JanYoYoKan@aol.con 
[CHUCK -- I don't know. You could 
make your own by dipping strings into 
glow-in-the-dark paint. Let me know if 
you find a source. Thanks. ] 


Aero Spin 
How can I buy the Aerobie Aero 
Spin? I have been searching all over 
for it and never found it. Please e- 
mail me back. 
Ton 
DR K 309@A0L.COM 
[TOM -- Try this address: 
Superflight Inc., 81 Encina Ave., Palo 
Alto, CA 94301, 800-999-3585. fax 
650-321-0974. ] 


OBITUARIES 


We are saddened to report the 
passing of two important figures in 
the world of yo, and a champion of the 
spin top. 


Ken Blumenthal 
Sometime this past summer (date 
not reported), Ken Blumenthal of 
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Warengo, I11., passed cla after a 
long il{ness. “Ken was also known as 


the ‘Jewel King,’” his friend Lucky 
Weisenheimer said. “He was a good 
friend to many yo-yo collectors, He 
shocked the yo-yo collecting community 
when he first advertised his offer to 
buy mint Duncan Jeweled yo-yos for $50 
each. Wany thought he was crazy 
offering so much, but now just a few 
years later any collector would highly 
respect his foresight. Ken loved the 
history of the yo-yo and was very 
sharing to both ald and new collectors 
with photos and information he 
uncovered,’ Lucky said. 


Mike Michaelson 

Mike Michaelson of Lockport 
Manufacturing, Lockport, N.Y., which 
supplies bulk yo-yo strings to many 
yo-yo manufacturers and professionals, 
passed on June 30. His son Eric 
carries on for hin. 


Jean Shepherd (1921-1999) 

If you've seen the 1993 movie, My 
Summer Story, in which pre-teen hero 
(played by Kieran Culkin} Ralphie 
Parker attempts to find a killer top 
that will enable him to defeat villain 
(played by Whit Hertford) Lug Ditka's 
"Black Maria” spintop, you may be 
aware that the story line is based on 
a short story by Jean Shepherd. 
Shepherd passed on in Florida on Oct. 
16 at the age of 78. 

"Shep" (as he was known to his 
many fans) had an interest in wooden 
tops and wrote what may be the best 
story ever written about top spinning, 
a hobby that parallels yo-yo playing. 
The story, originally titled “Scut 
Farkus and the Murderous Mariah, * 
appeared in his novel, “Wanda Hickey’s 
Night of Golden Memories, and Other 
Disasters” (1971}. 

If you don’t know Shep--or even if 
you do--check out My Summer Story, a 
1993 movie released by KGM/UA Home 
Video in 1994. Or check one of his 
many books out of the library. It’s 
too bad he never wrote a story about 
yo-yo play. (For further information, 
check out an excellent web site on 
Shep, where I posted a tribute to hin: 
http://www. advanix.net/ jsadur/shep.ht 
n.) =--§.C. 


BRIEFS 


e New: Speegle’s International 
Yo-Yo Museum, located at 14 South 
School St., Lodi, Calif. Phone 209- 
366-1-YOYO (366-1969) for information. 
Open 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. "most days-- 
call to verify!” Slight admission 
charge; proceeds go to support the 
Lodi Adopt-A-Child program. 

@ “Hanno's Big Yo-Yo Search 
Engine’ is now up and running on the 
web. You can use it to seek out 
anything related to yoing. It can be 
found at www. yo-yoing.com. 

e In early November, the Arts & 
Entertainment Network spotlighted “The 
Top 10 Toys of the Century.” The show 
ranked the yo-yo as the Number One Toy 
of the Century! 

@ Tom Radovan, son of the late 
Joe Radovan, the founder of Royal Yo- 
Yos, is exploring the idea of reviving 
his father’s company. He is also 
seeking investors to help revive the 
company. (Tom Radovan, 28507 NW 19th 
St., Pembroke Pines, FL 33029, 954- 
433-2358, radfam@bellsouth.net) 

@ New from Yomega, the Yomega Yo- 
Bag, "the ultimate accessory for the 
serious player." The bag holds--and 
protects--up to 24 yo-yos and other 
supplies. It is made of a rugged, 
industrial-grade nylon and is fitted 
with a shock-absorbing foam insert for 
the yo-yos and eight pockets for other 
accessories. Adjustable, padded 
shoulder strap and reinforced handle. 
SRP, $39.95. For this and other 
Yomega products, check your favorite 
yo-yo store, or order through the 
Yomega web site at www. yomega.con. 

@ “First Lady of Spin" Linda 
Sengpiel of Akron, Ohio, has put 
together a yo-yo demonstration that 
goes way beyond tricks and touches on 
motivation. “People have a lot of 
abilities,” she says. “That’s not 
rare. What’s rare is developing those 
abilities." She can be reached at 
330-745-3026, 


NEW BOOKS 


The Totally Unauthorized Book of 
Tuning Yo-Yos, written and illustrated 
by Sky Kiyabu, the 1998 National A 
Division champion, is available from 
the author for $4 plus $1 shipping and 
handling. It covers the way to tune 


up more than 20 of the most popular 
yo-yos. (Sky Kiyabu, 98-513 Pono 
Sst., Aiea, HI 96701. dgs@naikai.net) 


NEW NEWSLETTERS 


Bandalore is the name of a lively 
new yo-yo newsletter produced by 
ChetCox. As Chet explains in the 
newsletter, “This was to be, and still 
may be, a newsletter for a newly 
formed Yo-Yo Enthusiasts Society 
{YES}, which hopes to mend fences and 
find new ways of competing without 
conflict.” To subscribe, contact Chet 
at Chet-EL@juno.com. 


TRICKS 


Send in Your Tricks 

Each issue of YY7 includes several 
new yo-yo tricks. We invite you to 
keep your new tricks coming in. We'll] 
print as many as we can and, from time 
to time, we collect them into one or 
more books (see the ad for “7t’s Yo-Yo 
Tine!" elsewhere in this issue). 

If we publish your trick, you 
receive a free §-month extension on 
your subscription as our token way of 
saying, “Thank you for helping the 
yo-yo to continue developing as the 
greatest of all toys.* 

If your trick is used in the book, 
you'll receive full credit and thanks 
in the book. (Note: Sending us your 
trick means that you are giving us 
permission to print it in the 
newsletter and yo-yo tricks books.) 

Please note that tricks in the 
newsletter are those that can be 
described in words without pictures. 
Well-illustrated tricks are primary 
candidates for future editions of the 
book, It’s Yo-Yo Time! or other books. 

IMPORTANT! Please include your 
name, address, phone number and (if 
you have one) e-mail address so we'll 
know where to send your free 
subscription! As you will notice in 
several tricks below, most of our 
tricks come in by e-mail, and often do 
not contain a return address or even a 
full name. 


"The Joe Young Trick" 

One of the most frequently asked 
questions is, “What is the hardest 
trick?” 

For years, I’ve answered, “Split 
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the Aton’ or “The Atomic Bomb." or 
whatever fancy string trick was in 


vogue as "The Hardest* at the tine. 
(It’s been said, “The hardest trick is 
the trick you're trying to learn.*) 

Today, thanks to the new high- 
tech, superspinning yo-yos, almost 
anyone can, witha little bit of 
practice--OK, with a LOT of practice-- 
do even the most difficult tricks. 

But there was one trick I thought 
no one would ever do. Or, rather, I 
should say, “No one ELSE would ever 
do." One man did do it, using old- 
fashioned wooden yo-yos, which make 
great collectors items but just don’t 
play all that well without 
considerable practice and customizing. 

I learned about this trick and the 
man who could do it from Harvey Lowe, 
the boy (now 84 years old) who won the 
world yo-yo championships in London in 
1931, just edging out the favorite, 
Joe Young, who was supposed to win. 

As Harvey tells the story, Joe's 
string broke, probably in a loop-off. 

His most spectacular trick has to 
be "The Joe Young Trick," named in his 
honor. It’s “real” name is “Turning a 
Somersault while Milking the Cow.” 

Want to try it? Start with a two- 
handed “Milk the Cow." Or if you're 
even More ambitious, start with a 
"Two-Handed Loop the Moon.” 

Slowly direct your looping yo-yos 
downward into a "Two-Handed Punching 
Bag,’ then downward to “Milk the Cow." 

Continue looping as you lean over 
and aim the yo-yos directly backward 
between your outstretched legs. 

As the yo-yo loops reach 
horizontal, tuck your head down and 
turn a forward sonersault. The 
challenge is to come up yoing! 

Sounds impossible, doesn’t it? 
Well, miracle of miracles, someone did 
it! During the two-handed freestyles 
at the Nationals in Chico in October, 
13-year-old Adam Dennehy, of Glendale, 
Ariz., accomplished the almost- 
impossible. He did it! 

"AS the story goes,” explained 
contest organizer Bob Malowney, “Kate 
Miller and other yo-yo friends were 
invoking the spirit of Barney Akers 
and imagining difficult tricks, tricks 
that were really considered 
impossible. They told the young kids 
that these would be cool if they could 
do then. {CONTINUED ON PG. 21} 
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RAIDER PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENT # 
HIGH PERFORMANCE ROLLER BEARING YO-YO 


THE” FUTURE OF YO-YOS HAS'ARRIVED... 


WELCOME TO THE ULTIMATE IN CUTTING EDGE YO-YO TECHNOLOGY. 
THE YOMEGA RPM HOUSES A POWERFUL COMPUTER CHIP CAPABLE 

OF PROCESSING THE YO-YOS SPEED IN INCREMENTS OF MILES PER 
HOUR, KILOMETERS PER HOUR AND REVOLUTIONS PER MINUTE. 

IT MEASURES SLEEP TIME, COUNTS LOOPS, 
DETECTS FOULS AND MAINTAINS A RECORD 
OF THE HIGHEST LEVEL ACHIEVED IN 
EACH CATEGORY. KEEPING IN MIND THE 
FACT THAT IT DOES ALL THIS WHILE 
SPINNING ON OUR FAMOUS HIGH 
PERFORMANCE ROLLER BEARING AXLE, 
IT'S HARD TO IMAGINE A HOTTER YO-YO 
FOR THE FALL LINE UP. MODULAR 
DESIGN. AGES 8 AND UP. ITEM # 315 
AVAILABLE IN ASSORTED COLORS. 
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Omrcarys Hone 


YOMEGA CORP. 
P.O.Bo0Ox 4146 
FALL RIVER, MA 02723-0402 

PHONE: 800.338.8796 FAx: 508.677.1599 
WWW. YOMEGA.COM 


YOMEGSA 
PROTECT YOUR GEAR 


THE ULTIMATE ACCESSORY FOR THE SERIOUS PLAYER, 

THE YOMEGA YO-BAG™ BOASTS THE CAPACITY TO PROTECT 24 YO-YOS 
AS WELL AS ALL OTHER COMPETITIVE ESSENTIALS. 

MADE OF A RUGGED, INDUSTRIAL GRADE NYLON, THE YO-BAG™ IS 
FITTED WITH A SHOCK ABSORBING FOAM INSERT AND 8 POCKETS 

& 3 LOOPS TO CRADLE YOUR EQUIPMENT AND ACCESSORIES. 

ADD ITS ADJUSTABLE PADDED SHOULDER STRAP, AND 

REINFORCED HANDLE AND YOU'VE GOT THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE PIECE 
OF PROTECTIVE GEAR TO HIT THE STREETS. 


/ | 


ITEM 923 


EMBROIDERY 
DETAIL 
YOMEGA 
Yo-BAG™ 
CAPACITY: 


24 YO-YOS 
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The Mighty Mo YO 
Bulterfly design for superior 
trick performance. Take-apart 
brass 'axel with super 
spinning.disk. No. 01946 
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Ben the Dogo 
Created by Sam Day for 

walking the Dog. Will have 
4 collector's editions per yr. 
No. 30000 
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Go Grann 
Two-piece, polycarbonate, 
snap-together with Super 
spin disk with fens. 

No. 77257 


Yo Froggie YO 

Like Go Granny YO. Hollow 
body Cavity with your very 
own frog inside. 

No. 20254 
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YO-Bonic Baby Boy 
Two-piece polycarbonate 
shatter-proof plastic. Like 
Snow Bunny YO. 

No. 02000 
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YO Be Happy 
Two-piece, shatter-proof, 
polycarbonate. Snap- 
together design. 

No. 32384 


@ creative twist on an Amicrican classic YO-BONIC 0) 
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Grand Daddy YO Big Daddy YO 
Two-piece polycarbonate Polycarbonate with brass 
with take-apart brass axel. axel. Best fixed-axel yo-yo 
Same body as Big Daddy Yo. ever made. Perfect for 


No. 01900 tricks. No. 24252 


j Super Spinmeister 


‘Top 10 Dirty 
Office Tricks! 


YO-BONIC — 
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YO-Bonic Baby Girl Presidential Blo YO 
Two-piece polycarbonate Super spinmiester? Polycar- 
shatter-proof plastic, Like bonate with brass axel. 
Snow Bunny YO. Popular collector's model. 
No, 02000 No. 46969 
u 
ci NIC 

LS 
Snow Bunny YO 
Shatter-proof plastic. Our 
super-easy beginner 
model. Great for tricks. 
No. 02277 

-] 
YO-BONIC YO-YO’s 


300 Queen Anne Avenue North, Suite 625, Seattle, WA 98109. Orders Toll free: 888 YO-BONIC 


"The Shot Heard 'Round the World" 
Lew Newmyer, Silver Spring, Md. 

This is a GREAT trick to open your 
act with a BANG! 

Lew Newmyer was the Washington, 
D.C., yo-yo champ in 1938 and 1939. 
He's past retirement age now, but that 
doesn't stop him from dazzling all 
comers with a repertoire of totally 
original tricks. 

This is one of those tricks. He 
invented it the same week that Senator 
John Glenn went back into space on the 
Space Shuttle. In Glenn's honor, he 
called it "John Glenn Goes Around the 
World!" 

Unfortunately, most kids (and too 
many adults) have already forgotten who 
John Glenn is and what he did, so we 
have renamed the trick to give it a more 
timeless name. 

THE EFFECT: You come on stage 
holding your yo-yo. You throw an 
“Around the World," and while throwing 
it, the yo-yo erupts with a loud explosive 
sound. 

THE SECRET: You have prepared 
the yo-yo by inserting a "Pulling 
Firework" into the string. The pulling 
firework is a very tiny firecracker with a 
piece of string coming out of each end. 
To explode it, you take hold of the two 


strings and pull the firecracker apart. It 
explodes as it separates. 

To insert it into the yo-yo string, make 
slip knots about 3 inches apart, 2/3 of the 
way down the yo-yo string. Be sure to 
allow enough slack (see Illustration A). 
Then you tie the firecracker's strings into 
the slipknots (Illustration B), and then 
very carefully tighten both sets of slip 
knots--first the slipknots in the popper's 
strings (Illustration C), and then in the yo- 
yo string (Illustration D). Cut off the 
excess popper string (Illustration E). 

WARNING: Be extremely careful not 
to pull the popper apart while preparing 
the string. It may explode on you. (This is 
your official OSHA governmentally 
required warning. The fact is that 
the pull-apart fireworks have very little 
gunpowder in them. However, if they 
explode in contact with your skin, they can 
cause an unpleasant burn. So, be careful! 
You have been warned.) 

Next, very gently and carefully wind the 
string around the yo-yo. DO NOT attempt 
to use any of the fancy, quick wind-up 
methods. They may pull on the string and 
set off the popper prematurely. 

A butterfly yo-yo may work better than 
a standard yo-yo. Also, use an old string, 
not a new one. 

Once the yo-yo is wound up, you're 


Tllustrated by Jodi “Yo-di* Crump 
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ready to go. Ail you have to do is throw a 
hard “Around the World." If properly 
strung, the popper will explode with a loud 
BANG! 

Be dramatic and build up to the 
audience to the climax. 

If you feel patriotic and/or poetic, you 
might try reciting the first verse of the 
"Concord Hymn," a poem written in 1837 
by Ralph Waldo Emerson to commemorate 
Patriot's Day (April 12), the anniversary of 
the first shots fired in the American 
Revolution at Concord, Mass. Here is that 
verse: 


By the rude bridge that arched the flood, 

Their flag to April's breeze unfurled, 

Here once the embattled farmers stood 

And fired the shot heard round the 
world. 


ANOTHER WARNING: 
Unfortunately, "pulling fireworks" are not 
legal everywhere, which means they are 
not available in many states. You might be 
able to find them in a party store, novelty 
store or magic shop. You might also 
check out fireworks stores in states where 
fireworks are legal. 


DISCLAIMER: This trick is void where 
prohibited by law. 


Weak wr ty ede or oe wy teh ar arr 


ADD 300+ TRICKS 
to your routine! 
Order the 


lustrated 
It’s Yo-Yo Time! 
(3rd Edition) 
by Professor Yo-Yo 
AKA Stuart Crump Jr. 
Editor-in-chief 
Yo-Yo Times newsletter 


US $23.95 postpaid in 
N. America 
US $25.95 for foreign orders 
It’s Yo-Yo Time! 
P.O. Box 1519-NL 
Herndon, VA 20172 
YoYoTime@aol.com 


Satisfaction guaranteed 
or your money back! 


(Illustrated by Jodi Crump, 
see trick to left) 
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[Joe Young Trick, cont. fron Bg. 16} 
"One of those Orenie tricks 


was to turn a somersault while 
performing a two-handed ‘Milk the 
Cow.’ 

"No one expected that someone 
would go and try it--or be able to do 
it! But Adam did!* Bob said. “I feel 
safe in predicting that a lot of kids 
will do the somersault trick next 
year, now that Adam has proved it’s 
possible." 

Congratulations, Adam! --$.C. 


“Double or Nothing 
into Rock the Baby” 
Andy Crump, Herndon, Va. 

Throw a “Double or Nothing.” Flip 
the spinning yo-yo off the string, let 
it drop, and go into a “Rock the Baby” 
on the same spin of the yo-yo. 


“UFO Abduction" 
Rick Kroytz, “The Mad Yoer* 
Fresno, CA 

Throw a regular “Sleeping Beauty” 
(also called "The Flying Saucer* or 
"UFO"). As you throw it, let it touch 
the ground on its side (so it can 
abduct people}, then pull it back in 
like a regular “UFO,” and it will take 
flight off the ground and return to 
your hand. 


"The Purse” 
Santhony Wright, Atlanta, Ga. 
roy. wright@worldnet.att.net 

Start by grabbing the yo-yo string 
4-6 inches from the slip knot. Twist 
the string around the other part of 
the string to forma circle. Stretch 
it out and slip the string over your 
shoulder, holding the yo-yo as if it 
were a purse. 


“Twin Engine Airplane” 
Brad Alyward, Nanaimo, 8.C., Canada 
This is a two-handed trick. Throw 
two "Sleepers," then turn sideways so 
that the yo-yos face across your 
body. Hook the string of the 
Opposite-hand yo-yo with your thumbs 
and move your hands to the sides. 
Now, do a double “Pinwheel,” and you 
have the two propellers of the “Twin 
Engine Airplane,” 
Brad Alyward 


Nanaimo, B.C., Canada 


"Jump Spin" 
Tin aay ener Va, 


(EDITOR'S NOTE: Hy fifth-grade 
son, Tim, came up with this maneuver 
while rehearsing a routine for his 
school talent show. This is really 
more of a flashy maneuver than a 
trick.) 

Cock your arm back behind your 
head, preparing for a hard “Throw 
Down." Leap into the air. At the 
apex (top) of your leap, throw the yo- 
yo down hard. 

The effect is to combine the 
strength of your throwing arm with the 
added momentum of your falling speed. 

Not only will this move increase 
your spin time, it is also quite 
impressive to watch. 


SMOTHERS BROTHERS 


If you’re a fan of The Yo-Yo Man, 
Tom Smothers, and his brother, Dick, 
here is the schedule of upcoming 
appearances by the Smothers Brothers. 
Please check your local listings for 
details. 


Dec. 5, Rochester, N.Y. (with the 
Lettermen} 

Dec. 6-10, airing of “Hollywood 
Squares’ segnents 

Dec. 29-31, Orleans Hotel, Las Vegas 
2000 


Jan. 5, Avon Park, Fla. 

Jan. 6, Clearwater, Fla. 

Jan. 7-8, Jacksonville, Fla. (with 
Symphony) 

Jan. 9, Ft. Myers, Fla. 

Jan. 18-23, Orleans, Las Vegas, Nev. 
Jan, 25, Mystic Lake, Minn. 

Jan, 3i-Feb. 7, Tom at AT&T Golf, 
Pebble Beach 

Feb. 9-12, Aspen Comedy Festival 
Feb. 14, Yero Beach, Fla. 

Feb. 25, Northhampton, Mass. 

Feb. 26, Verona, N.Y. 

March 5, Billings, Mont. 


SHOPTALK 


YYT Deadlines 

The deadline for submitting news, 
stories, tricks, classified ads, 
advertisements, etc. for the next 
issue (Winter 1999-2000, #51) of Yo-Yo 
Times ig Jan. 10, 2000. Publication 
is planned for mid-January or early 
February. 


Yo-Yo Times / Fall 1999 / p.21 


FREE Subscription 
to New Yo-Yo News Service 


Yo-Yo Times is revving up for a 
new service for its readers--the on- 
line delivery of important yo-yo news. 

Send us your name, e-mail address 
and telephone number the e-mail list. 

Then, when a news item comes up-- 
including items such as TY shows to 
watch, new contests, calls from people 
who need a yo-yo demonstrator, and so 
on--we will pass the information along 
to everyone on the e-mail list. Free. 


YO EXCHANGE 


If you'd like to place a 
classified ad in this section, the 
cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, 
with a minimum charge of $2.50. Yo-Yo 
Times assumes no responsibility or 
liabilities for any clains contained 
in any ad. Send your ad copy to Yo 
Exchange, Yo-Yo Times, P.0. Box 1519, 
Herndon, VA 20172. 

HUMMINGBIRD YOYOS for sale or trade. 
Contact Ted Rice, 203-255-1198. 

WANTED -- RECENT YO-YOs, preferably in 
package: YOMEGA Twin Trik, Brain 
Jewel, Fireball Jewel, Raider Jewel, 
Spinfinity, Executive: B.C. Apollo Pro 
and Rainbow each with logo in 
horizontal words across, Rainbow Round 
logo on Apollo colored wood; DUNCAN 
Hyperpro with skull and newer Hyperpro 
(both for Japan), Hypermidnight. Also 
want all CANADA GAMES Yo-Yos, FIESTA 
Sports series and other Fiesta Yo-Yos 
and some of the HUMMINGBIRDS. What do 
you have? Buy or trade. Dee D. 
Drell, 2015 Albert St., Alexandria, LA 
71301-6310. E-mail ODRELL@juno.con. 
Phone 318-445-0127 home or 318-445- 
6471 office. 

GREAT YO-YO COLLECTIBLE! Color copy of 
1931 novelty song sheet music cover, 
"Oh! Ho! Yo-Yo! ("The New King of Play 
in Music Form’) 8 1/2xi1.° Ideal for 
framing! $15 postpaid. Also, yo-yos 
for trade, Bill Caswell, 1512 Cherokee 
Pl., Bartlesville, OK 74003, 918/336- 
5130. 

WANTED: DUNCAN AND ROYAL decal yo-yos, 
Flores and tin yo-yos, Cheerio and 
Goody jewels. Also, Goody Atomic and 
Comet Filipino Twirlers. Will buy or 
trade. Johnny Tillotson, 17530 Ventura 
Blvd., Suite 108, Encino, CA 91316, 
1-800-Yo-BUDDY. 


HOW TO SUBSCRIBE OR RENEW 


Check the expiration date on your label. If it is... 
{ ] Prior to 4/99 -- Your subscription has expired! 


[] 4/99, xx/50, or before -- If this box is checked, 
this is your LAST ISSUE unless you renew. 


ling 6/99 or xx/51 -- Your subscription expires with the 
next issue. Please renew today! 


{] This is a sample copy. To become a regular 
subscriber, send in your payment today. (See 
coupon. } 


{] 12/99 -- If this box is checked, it means yours is a 
complimentary subscription. We give out a few 
complimentary subscriptions, primarily to 
journalists plus a few friends of the yo-yo. If you 
would like to continue receiving YY7, please let us 
know. We invite you to become a paid subscriber! 


{] International subscribers, please add $4 per year 
for air mail postage & handling; please use VISA or 
MasterCard if possible. U.S. funds only. 


To subscribe or renew, we recommend that you do not cut 
your newsletter. Instead, photocopy this coupon, or simply 
copy the information below on a sheet of paper, and send it 
along with your payment. If this is a renewal, PLEASE 
INCLUDE YOUR ACCOUNT NUMBER (which appears above your name 
on the mailing label). Also, put this account number on your 
check. 


[ ] NEW SUBSCRIPTION [ ] RENEWAL 
(account no. ) 
[] 1 year $12 (4 ISSUES) 
[ ] 2 years $18 (8 ISSUES) 


Please include your mailing label and indicate new 
information or changes here: 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY STATE ZIP 
PHONE 


E-MAIL ADDRESS 
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Fighting the Millennium Bug 


As every computer wiz knows, the coming millennium (the 
year 2000 or 2001) is wreaking havoc with computer systems 
all around the world, Ours is no exception. 

We have come up with a simple method that we think will 
help us avoid the “bug” completely. 

Instead of marking the end of subscriptions in 
month/year (e.9., 06/99 for the current issue), we have gone 
back and counted the total number of issues we have 
published, and are assigning sequential numbers to each 
issue. The current issue (Fall 1999) is Issue Number 50. 

If your subscription starts with Issue Number 50 (this 
issue), one year equals four issues, so your subscription 
will end with Issue Number 53. 

We will attempt to see if our software will permit this 
type of entry rather than the WONTH/YEAR expiration dates it 
currently accepts. 

This method will make it easier for us to calculate the 
first and last issues in your subscription. 

$0, you want to know, how come your expiration date on 
your mailing label is still indicated in the old way (e.g. 
06/99)? 

The answer is simple. We have not yet gone through the 
entire subscriber database and made the change. This will 
be a lengthy process, and we may not complete the task 
before the end of 1999. 

We hope this is not too confusing for our readers. We 
promise to keep it straight ourselves to make sure you get 
the full complement of issues that you have paid for. 

Wail the coupon (or a copy) today to the address below. 
If one of the categories 
in the left column is checked, 
send your renewal today to: 


YO-YO TIMES 
P.O. Box 1519-FL99 
Herndon, VA 20172 


PLEASE FORWARD 


FIRST CLASS 


